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FOIPA Request No.: 1244175-000 
Subject: ESTES, BILLIE SOL 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from 
disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page 
information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to 
withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 


Section 552 Section 552a 
Г (1) [- (5)(9 Г (4)(5) 
I (b)(2) I (b)(7)(B) г фе 
Г (6)(3) IV (b)7XC) F Ki) 
IV. (b)(7)(D) [- (92 
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34 pages were reviewed and 29 pages are being released. 


мі Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other Government 
agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 


[^ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 


referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 
when the consultation is finished. 


In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence 
of your subject's name on any watch lists. 


For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 
records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This response is limited 
to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our 
requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for your 
information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 


E You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Director, Office 
of Information Policy (OIP), U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 
20530-0001, or you may submit an appeal through OIP's eFOIA portal at http://www. justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html. 
Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA 
Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Г The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the focus of 
the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, which may 
or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain information 
similar to the information processed in the main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them 
in writing, and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


Mv 


See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely, 


"ed 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosures (2) 

In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request submitted to Records Management 
Division in Winchester, VA, enclosed is a processed copy of FBI Headquarters file 29-HQ-28704, serials 245, 246, 247. 
This request was negotiated down per the letter sent to you on December 24, 2013. 


This material is being provided to you at no charge. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign policy 
and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 
particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information ( À ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 
or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 
regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or 
apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held 
in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to a 


promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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duly 1, 1965 


BY COURIER SERVICE 
‘Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Malley 
Mr, Shroder 
"Mr, Curran 
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Honorable Marvin Watsen 
Special Assistant to tho President 
The White House 
Washington, D, C. 
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Deary Mr, Watson: 


This ig with roference to the case involving 

Billie Sof^Esteg. Information was received that a tape 
recording had been made in late January or February, 1965, 
which. contained an indication that Estes had attempted to 
bribe Federal jurors, The tape recording has been obtained 
and furnished to the Department. of Justice. It has been 

. determined that theró is information in thë tape that may 

pee be of interest to the President. 4 


The voices 02 tho folloving individuals have 
еви identified on the tape: 


onde of? Es e and | 


fun. 


LO rade the Tolilowing Statements: гіт па пак п тет а 
0 lwritten from Lyndon Johnson to 

“- o£ Commercial Solvents Corporati ALS Corpor’ 

2 hos the New York firm which обондой Estes веуегаї "million 

1 Сы odellars in суейіб); (2) he understands that Mrs. Aohnsorg; 

| ae apa a big "chunk" o£.Comnercial Solvents. 


fhe President is aware that allegations of a 
connection between members 9$ the Johnson faniiy and 
Commercial но КУВАЊЕ һауе ред ae Ерик such 
'- ., allegations hay beon investiga and nó pr of any 
A|./ such egnnection has been found. | 94-48 7 16810 


At Аы tine 5%. %һе request of the Criminal 
t o£ justico, б аге going to j b6 






ho allegediy attempted to 
Seinen approach tho Este jurors. Prevagus investigation of similar 
allegations conid. not gubstantiate the charge on the basis 
of information avaliable, ' 4 95 - 
c 
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„та 1 See Rosen to жайы ia 6/3 5l ва 
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у {) ЈО) 865 familiar with the voices involved, 
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Мг, Ма11еу Сал 
Mr. Shroder ota 


Mr, Curran 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY 


bat fat fat ft ы ы 
Т ЕТТ 


PURPOSE 


A tape recording has been obtained in connection 
with the Estes case which mentions the FBI, President Lyndon 
Johnson and his wife, The recording was allegedly made in 
late January or February, 1965, Тһе Department has been 
furnished a transcript of the tape which deals with a 
possible attempt by Estes to influence the Federal jury 
which found him guilty on April 15, 1963, Department has 
now requested an investigation limited to one interview. 

A confirming letter to the Department is attached as well 
as a letter to the White House and an airtel with instructions 
to the field, 





1 


BACKGROUND 


Shortly after the trial of Billie Sol Estes in 
Federal court, as a result of which he was sentenced to 15 
ceived information that one 
friend of Estes, contacted 
four Negro jurors, Investigation was instituted to determine 
if there was an Obstruction of Justice violation. This 
matter was completely investigated and the results furnished 
to the U. S. Attorney's Office and to the Department of 
Justice but no prosecution was authorized. Estes is 
presently in Federal prison serving the 15 2)“ Ц ~ 586 


sentence, а /-.2 > je 


b7C 


On May 27, 1965, а ос сс 
£ Estes, advised the aso ce that 
hes been interviewed concerning an ac] y Estes 
о bribe the jury and that the interview had been taped... 


At the request of the Department of Justice (confirmed } by  — 
communication June 3, 1965) we obtained the tape. , Thes wesces 
are not always sufficiently audible to make a compa е 

' transcription possible. The laboratory prepared the best—~ 
 postibie tape transcription which has now been "put into a 
written transcription by personnel of the El Paso Office 


жуыр Ко 
Enclosures (3)r2»42^ қ 
TWC: imt, (7) CONTINUED - OVER 
ұз | 
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING THE FBI 


ыс ы ы the transcript stated that he 
had been shown statements taken from the jurors by the FBI, 
that the FBI Agents offered him a bribe and gave him a 
high letter of recommendation to the local sheriff. The 


Department and U. S, Attorney were advised by communication 
dated June 18, 1965, that these allegations were completely 


false, We have secured an affidavit c lsity 
of these statements from Special Agent of b6 
the El Paso Office who was present at a nterviews with b7C 


Another affidavit from an Agent*who has since 
ferred is being obtained. Special Agent Willard D. 
Wharton who participated with Special Agen] Jon one 
interview has since retired and is presently iraveling. 
No further action concerning the affidavits is contemphted 
until after is reinterviewed. 


STATEMENTS CONCERNING PRESIDENT JOHNSON 


he voices of the following individuals appear on 
the tape: | | а elose personal 
friend of Billie Sol esil [another personal 
iend o каш сл сту лот то eel «ій 
makes the following statements: b7C 


[I] he has à Letter written from Lyndon Johnson to 
of Commercial Solvents (Commercial 

olvents was the large New York based firm which supplied 
Estes with fertilizer and extended him several million 
dollars in credit); and (2) Lady Bird has a big chunk of 
Comme 1 Solvents. er 

Allegations of acnnection between members of 
President Johnson's family and Commercial Solvents have 
occurred frequently, have been investigated and no proof 
of any connection has been found; The White House has been 
previously advised of results of investigation of these 
allegations, 


GENERAL CONTENTS OF THE TAPE 


according to his statements on 
the tape, which are vague, indicates he did attempt to 
bribe the jury but was unsuccessful. He makeSone very 
pertinent statement "there were two of the, two of the 
fellows, that I was pretty close, actually took the money." b6 
oo — ] bie 
| TT CONTINUED- OVER 





Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


He then states that they gave the money back. It is presumed 
from the context although he does not actually name the 
individuals who took the money as being jurors that they 

are, He also states he can try to obtain statements from 
jurors that they were pressured by the judge and/or FBI. 


There is a discussion of Estes' friendship and 
assistance. to Ralph Yarborough (Senator from Texas). - This 
connection between Yarborough and Estes was the topic of 


much newspaper publicity and was thoroughly investigated 
and reported. snis makes a statement that one 


of "Billie's" best personal friends was and 
that Estes claimed to be the fall guy for Commercial 
Solvents. 


Although the recording covers 148 pages double 
space, there is much general discussion set out ranging 
from trial proceedings and ability of counsel to the 
effectiveness of tablets for curing a cold, Many lines 
reflect garbled conversation without meaning or consist 
of one word. The only items of interest to the Bureau are 


those set out above, К b6 
b7C 
ACTION 


(1) Even though the allegations concerning a 
connection.between Commercial Solvents and Lyndon Johnson 
have previously been investigated and the White House advised 
of the results, a letter to the White House setting forth 
this information in the tape is attached, The letter 
points out that_at the request of the Department we are going 
to interview who allegedly attempted 
to approach the Estes jurors. It is pointed out that 
our previous investigation of similar alkgations could.not 
substantiate the charge on the basis of information available. 


(2) The Department and the U, S., Attorney's 
Office have been furnished а copy of the transcript and 
the tape. A letter is attached to the Department of Justice 
confirming their request for a limited investigation and 
the field is being instructed to make certain that in 
reporting the investigation that they specifically point 
out that it was limited at the request of the Department of 
Justice. | 


- 3 = CONTINUED ~ OVER 





Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


Ке Airtel is attached instructing the El Paso 
Office to initiate a limited investigation consisting of 
a reinterview of 


b6 
b7C 
b7E 





т ` 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





In Reply, Please Refer to ; Dallas, Texas 
File No. February 19, 1965 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 


On February 18, 1965, a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past and_who is an 


aequain ce of Billie Sol Estes, advise e 
with residence at 
contacted him at Abilene, Texas, on February 18, 1965, 


claiming he was on a "mission" designed to get Estes out on 
bond and "off the hook" on all charges currently pending 
against him by indefinite delays. 

















b6 
b7C 


b6 
b7C 
b7D 
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Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


told this source he is returning to Johnson 
City and exas, on Febr 20 2 9 
purpose of conférences with 
с апа метео planne 
Е ] 


n ілепе 









о ре рас ехав, оп 


Source stated 








Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 





This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 


loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to Бе dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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February 25, 1905 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr, Belmont 
Мг. Rosen 
Mr. Malley 
Mr, Shroder 
Mr, Curran 


The Attorney General 
4-98704- 51% 
REG Gi Bairector, VBI 
„А i 
+ ” ë BILLIE SOL ESTES 
y 
? 
4 Information has been received frou » confidential 


source, who has furnished roliable information in the past, 
. that efforts arc being made to obtain LZstos' release on 


bet ннн 
TETES 



























ж 
ол bail through instructions from President Johnson and т т 
Governor John B,onnally of Texas, = cy 
furnished our source with the following 7 7 со © bc 
hs] 
с 
z "E 
т =з 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 
Е 
= 
= 
о 
о 
Bolmont ——— The sourco stated that де not previously V 
сарт known to him and he could пов commont AN thd yoracity of the)» \NY 
Callahan infornation, ЕВ "A. 4 08 ш Ü : P 
жы Е п $ E. m 127 ` pf AD 





TWC: imt ji 
(9) 





шер жүн 
:—— NOTE: See ane Rosen to ш алал same caption, “| 


Tele. Room 
Holmes * 
oe FONR TYPE unir 1 жж 











a E © 


"ho Attornoy General, 





Tho above is boing furnished for information and 


has also Беса furnished to the White House by iottor to tho 
Honorable Harvin Vatson, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 























Memorandum ea 
oo | Ж 
TO : Mr, Belmont( DATE: February 24, 1965 sulky 
` Tavel 

к 1 ез) Мг e DeLoach T cu 
FROM : A, Rose — Mr, Belmont ies 
Mr. Rosen d 


Mr, Malley 
Mr. Shroder 
Mr, Curran 


This is to advise that an allegation has been receivedts 
E the effect that President Johnson and Texas Governor John B. 


Ó 
SUBJECT: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


ини 


PURPOSE 








Connally working through other individuals are attempting to get 
Estes out on bond and "off the hook" on all charges currently 
pending against him, 


BACKGROUND 








г Enclosures ayeni he 


TWC:imt / 
e" f 











Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


BUREAU FILES 


Bureau files show [Ern Johnson City, 
Texas, as an attorne d ranch owner friend of Lyndon Johnson, 


The Director met at the time of a speech by the Director 
at a Meeting of the United Fund of Austin and Travis County, 
Texas, November 9, 1959. Correspondence was cordial. b6 

b7C 
ACTION 


We have previously conducted extensive investigation 
based on rumors of a connection between President Johnson and A 
Estes with negative results, In view of the nature of the information 








received there are attached letters to the White 

House an е eneral setting out the material b6 

attributed to b7C 
b7D 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 3010-106 
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Mem 
orandum 


TO Мг. Belmont N DATE: October 15, 1964 





Sullivan 





Tavel 

















(ки 1 - Mr, DeLoach em 

FROM : A. Rosen 1 - Mr, Belmont Holmes 

n l- Mr. Rosen Му 

ЧЕ О 1- Мг, Ма11еу . 

\ SUBJECT: STES - 1 - Mr. Shroder / А. 
1 - Mr, Curran G 


енне 


friend of Estes, advised us та] 
through advised Estes that he would_receive a full pardon b6 
Senator Barry Goldwater became President, Lee that b7C 
therefore arranged a mee was subsequen attended ice v] 
уа опе ора ина ees, At the specific request 
of the е House we have interviewed) Ja "New York Journal American" 
writer, . 
was interviewed on October 1, 1964, by Agents of the 
Newark Office, was cordial and friendly, but stated he would 
limit the extent o 1S statement concerning the work he had done in 


the Estes case because of th ofessional relationship involved, b6 
Throughout the interview refused to identify the individual who  Pb"€ . 
employed him to investi Estes matter. During the interview a 
discussion was had with concerning his leave of absence from the 


"New York Journal American" in order to clarify the purpose of this 
leave. [| ——  ]stated that the "New York Journal American" was trying to 
discourage the leave of absence and he was abo ready to agree when the 
"Goldwater" assignment came up. At this nd ај чена momentarily 
then stated "Oh boy, I am not very bright today." He followed with a 
comment to the effect that he did not wish to discuss the matter further 
because of professional ethics, < 


Та sunmary, |__| aanits arranging and attending the two 

meetings, denies obtaining any specific information, and confirms the 

statement that Estes said he had information and documents secreted in 

the "mountains" which Estes would not further identify. With reference 

to the alleged.offer of a pardon, said that Estes inquired as to 
nsideration he would receive for furnishing information he had hilen. 

ne laces that he told Estes hej | ваа no authority to make any 

offers og. deals. На 
tta с 

At the conclusion of the inerview,|___| said he had been very 

sorry he had taken this special assignment. He refused to elaborate 

further other than to say his,own personal political feelings were in 

direct opposition to this жы and he had taken, the’ at "ment 

only as another job." i EX 10 

Enclosure ; 


TWC:int Ты Р ДИ ДЕО ens 


Doe 4 CONTINUED - 63XER» t 
do BX и“ | 
ме. ; 17 APR 9 1965 


жете ықы a SOME v i 
eos. РИ y = сочна 
оноод 
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27, Ф д 
Memorandum to Mr. Belm i 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES - = 
' с 


ACTION 


` 


(1) Noting that | served time in prison, and 
3199 as to whether or not made an offer in behalf of 
Goldwater, we are attempting to locate a public stenographer who was 


the only other person present whe allegedly made the offer, 
— Á stated he did not recall her name; could not identify 
ег. e are attempting to check airplane re ch might help in 


this regard, but if not we plan to recontact 


(2) | elon рес те were advised by letter 
ВИ ЕС о e interview and that we were going to recontact 


concerning the stenographer, 


(3) Detailed memorandum attached. 
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UNITED STATES соуң икхт o | а 
Memorandum 


v, 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (29-38704) DATE: 4/6/65 





Mite : SAC, EL PASO (72-26) (P) 


„с“ "a, 


SUBJECT: : 
INFORMATION CONCERNING | />! Ls a Ё 
: ауте b6 
А two copies of a memo dated, 4/2/65, b7C 
|^, — from е ена to the SAC, EL PASO, which is self- 
| explanatory. % QOS uc 













WF y Basically, this memo sets forth that 
КІ Paso 


a | an attormmeyl o= | › 
bom 2 Texas, "complained to | Рваі | 


had informed 


“another attorney with offices at 
another attorney w off Пн е 
that the FBI was about ready, "to close the door" 


- isgeria s his associate and 
boss. СЕ of the opinion that had obtained 
his information from an FBI Agent in the El Paso Office., 












For the information_of the Bureau, an effort was ff s 
made on 4/2/65, t і ult: was:‘determi nes 
at that time that was out o own and would retur a 
to El Paso on 4/6/65, - 





i b6 
On 4/6/65, was interviewed by [ү отс 

ASAC JAMES J, MIDDLETON and SA at the El Paso / [1^ 
FBI Office. categorically denied that he had 

advised anyone that the FBI was about ready, "to close thé Fa 
door’ on] =. a and furthermore, that he had not visite "sisi 

the FBI Office. % 

stated that he had advised 

С | һа might be in trouble; however, he had еа 





\ no definite ООЛ as to he kind of trouble in wh 
A AS Y бооз © ед 2 e @ 
AS - Bureau (Ena 99 pu. «e 22 е 
S | l- / "f. 
^ Qnae er Ait Es š ; 6 APR^& 1965 ; ж 
им 929 - У 


Sr 105 --- 54 


е Savings Bonds Regu rly on the Payroll Savings Plan’ 





. EP 72-26 . 


С ава be involved. 
: n talking to U.S. Probation Officer ха | 
who advised him that may be in trouble 
with. the.Federal: Government. However, according to 
did not mention the specific nature of the 
dn енерду, nor did he mention any: “specific agency. 






‘explained that һе 


b6 
ртс 


Қа, Таа LLL statea that.he would immediately return 
. to his law office d set the record: En A, with both 
The above is "Bein furnished to the Bureau Pob 


“Information: in case[_ should make any. inquiry 
of the Bureau. in.the future. 


SAC, EL PASO (72-20) (D) 4/2/6ü 
PERSONAL ATTN. 


Го | дозата 


Cn the afternoon од дре11, 1, 1905 vhile i tho 
the U. 5, Court House, 54 
attorney, with offices at 








and he requested to SA Pidentially b6 
outside of the building. SA and left b7C 
tke elevator and on the San Antonio Street steps to the 


0. S, Court House це advised SA f tho folloving: 


stated thet during late January, 1955 
while RILLIC SOL ESTES was in the BI Paso County Jail, 
Не received a call grom ESTES and after going to the jail 


ESTES advised bim that he would appreciate it very uuch 

7 — I eannt eet ee and their bs 
children to the Bi Paso County dall in order to visit bis 
hin. a оа that ESTES made this request inassuch 

as it is a rule of the БЕ Paso County Jail that if on 

attorney is present, the visit may take piace in a room, 


However, if an attacey is not present the visitor must 
talk with the innate through jail bars. 


ЈИЕ сс that ha nzrood to do this and told 
Ке. EIL» chat he, would bo ісауіпс tom, hovever, 


iz he was not availabic at the tine and the 


eülldren arrived, tho request could be made of his associate Бе 
| | b7C 


С ыа шаі url шеф 
with DILLAD SOL LSTI in tko 5i ; сасу 4221 опа ROME 


cesasicons in Into January, 1008 inacruch as he, 
had to go to Vashington oa businssa. Пе advissd that for 





t 


дері Dasa 


mad 
4. 








ЕР 72-26 





some reason unknown to hin С еге over 


to the І ‘(BI Gifice where he spoke to an unknown 
agont. stated that he dcos not know why 
did this but may have felt that the FBI would 


be interested in any and all persons р with 


BILLIE SOL ESTES in the Ei Paso County Jail. 
said that in any event Г ый? eane bs 
over t& the El Paso FBI Office and spoke with an agent b7C 


and that this FBI agent toid him that the FDI had con- 
ducted an investigation of[ ^ č ] that devoloped 
considerable information and were about ready "to close 
the door"o 


dvised that he was very disturbed 
over this matter and thaf the infornation n 
сей оп (о hio assóciote and boss who is 
wae as a result, his own position with his lav 
firm is in jeopardy. ы 


Сај" that it is hard for hin to 
believe that any TBI agent would reveal confidential 
information from the files of the FBI. Ue stated that 
he has no reason to Чо [ Вай віпсе 
said he talked with an FBI agent and learned 
S information from an FBI agent he felt that it 
was probably true. [ —— —  ktated that ho does not 
have pny idea as to the identity of the FBI agent with b6 
whom spoke here in El Paso. Ie stated b7C 
that he was aware that it was not SA inasruch - ав 
he had asked this question. Ua stated 
that does know who he spoke to or at least 
could furnish 2 description he felt cortin. 


SA old that he was unavare 
that had visited the FBI Office and 


further that to the host of SA snowledge has 
never met 


2 








ЕР 72-26 
ouid very much like 
to know whether or not did yisit the 
El Paso [FBI Office, hovever, dvised hin that 
he was not in a position to furnish him this information. 
— The name of was doveloped as b6 
for that matter El Paso b7C 


a 

Pile 72-26. This is a jury tampering type case in which 
grew out of the BILLIE SOL ESTES trial here in U. S. 
District Court in EI Paso. 


sa[ — ]eu[ —— — — —— ]tnat he was not 


at liberty to furnish him any information and as a matter 

of fact was not in possession of any information pertinent 
to his inquiry but that he would pass his complaint on ta 

the SAC. 
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vu@rep stares DEPARTMENT о@озттс» 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
In Reply, Please Refer to ^ Dallas, Texas 

File No. October 17, 1964 
BILLIE SOL ESTES 


The investigation reported herein was concerned 


with identific a public stenographer who reportedly 
accompanied rom Dallas, Texas to the Terminal Ва 
, MidIand-Odessa, Texas on 64, where Bis 
is said to have talked wit of Pecos, 
Texas. ; 
Attached 
b6 
b7C 





Tnis document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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;$ Tol : 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT тга 
DeLoach қ 
Метоғапаит сары. 
Conrad 
Evans 
> Gale 
TO : Mr. вешоп м DATE: October 22, 1964 ас 
l - Mr. DeLoach Tavol 
1 - Mr. Belmont е 
ee: "ДА Rer / 1 - Mr. Rosen Bomen 
1 - Mr. Malley die 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
— BILLIE SOL са 1 - Mr, Curran 


PURPOSE (ud 2 


This is to recommend that the attached letters be sent to 
Special Assistant to the President Moyers and Acting Atto ral 
Katzenbach furnishing the results of our reinterview "HA ae 
October 20, 1964, 
















BACKGROUND 

This matter concerns a meefi a writer 
for the "Ме ournal American," riend of b6 
Estes, and We have previously b7c 
advised апа Katzenbach of information concerning this 
meeting. 


ous letter stated that we plan e and 
interview an itinerant farm hand, becaus had 
claimed to be a personal friend of the President, () 


stated tha 

to have seen him many times with Estes and to have pictures of Estes 

and the President together. r 
ACTION | 


such statement, refers to a rumor that Estes and Mr. Johnson 
met in Midland, he letters show that we were aware of this b6 
rumor and that Mr, Johnson previously refuted the allegation. bic 


The attached letters юэ ран Katzénbach set out 
the results of epu with n which he denies making any 
exase. 


stated that on one occasion when, he asked Estes if 
he had been in contact with Mr. Johnson, Estes toplica that he had not 


but had beet/lin contact, with one of Mr. Johnson's ai i ointed 
out that our files show Góntacts between Estes апа 
assistant to Mr. Johnson, [___| had advised us-‘that hevhandled routine 


inquiries from Estes but was never asked to do any favors i for Estes. 


RECOMMENDATIONS “Ж 5 REC- 4 2%- ^T dbi Fos 


1964 





"n 
| “Тә ny It is recomended лаў. да. ЕЕ be нас 


| eee d M Lou а — 
“түс \- 
(7) 7 “as 





pr gb ge 






























0 OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 % 5010-106 : 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
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Memorandum Pee 


сак 

TO — Мг. = DATE: October 20, 1964 = 
ulli — 
Тау 


Ж 

















1 - Mr, DeLoach Trotter 
FROM : А, TA 1 - Mr, Belmont a 
1 - Ме, Rosen Gondy 
a 2 1 - Mr. Malley 
| UBJECT: BILLIE SOL ESTES 1 - Мг, Shroder died 
l - Mr, Curran Êt “ғ e 
PURPOSE Е 
This is to advise that the allegation. тз ор Е 
iter, offered Estes money and a pardon on beha о be ^ 


where the alleged offer was made. and a public stenographer 
have both be jewed with negative results concerning such an 
offer, which the third person at the meeting, said was made. i 


is not corroborated E = (Кеден present at the meeting ` b7c 


BACKGROUND кые: 
who was on leave of absence from the "New York 4 

Journal American" is presently a "special feature і writer" for 

the "Journal American." We have ascertained that| nad two meetings 

for the purpose of determining whether any persons in e Government were 

assisting or had assisted Estes in carrying out his fraudulent schemes, 1 


Y e, 
Puer ла] a close friend_of Estes, an 
were presen e meeting at which | Jalleges promise 
that Estes ceive a full pardon if Senator Barry Goldwater became 


presidents] бува interviewed, and while cordial and friendly, stated 

he would limi е extent of his statement concerning the work he had done 

in the Estes case because of the professional relationship involved. With 

reference td the alleged offer of a perdoni re Estes inquired as 

to wh: ideration he would receive for furnishing information and that 

he, ,told Estes that he had no authority to make any offers or deals. 
"a: p. 

li fhe results of our сана ығы раве b6 
previously. been furnished by letter to Mr. Katzenbach, b7c 
They 4 we would attempt to identify the public stenographer 
were unable or unwilling to identify. The 







has be ей, She stateishe was 
present at. the meeting wi Orsham an 2384 did not record the entire 
conversation arts. of the conversation as instructed "im an 
She said that | а авай to’ be a personal friend of Preside 


Johnson and to have seen him many times with Este nd claimed to have 
pictures of} Estes fang! the] President together, stated there was 


Enclosures Как. 46. LZR к / AGA as 704 SI 0 


а” p CONTINUED ~ OVER Y Ж 
5800730 1%4 ак, 


# 


j Mr, Чо 0 






l Я жүген or greet A 1 Mr, E: x 4 
| Ј ' O nies i RU ET P UR О j Mr. iani | 
оў Са ыы.“ [мк св „_ 
wil, 7 | 0CT 171964 | Me Cl a — 
MJ y TELETYD 
(и. 1 d: 
ye? үс 
Ce 
\ 
e \ 
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FBI DALLAS Lik 
1012 Рм С esed 10-16-64 FLL [4 





EL PASO, WFO» NEWARK 





FROM DALLAS (58-188) SP 


C2 БП, 50,» RE DALLAS TEL TODAY CONCERNING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY 


STENOGRAPHER WHO ACCOMPANIED[ | TO MIDLAND-ODESSA, TEX.» 





JANUARY ТИЕМТҮЕІ ЕНТ» LAST. C 

; * | | \ 

| . / 
STENOGRAPHER IDENTIFIED AS P 






EMPLOYED BY EVANS BUSINESS SERVICES OPERATED BY HER SISTER, b6 
: : - =- > b7C 





WHOM ARE SUBJECTS IN BUFILE EIGHTYSEVEN DASH,SEVEN FOUR ZERO 


NINE FIVE, |) АКА DASH FUGe» ET AL» UFAP DASH 


BOGUS CHECKS, OKLAHOMA CITY ORGINs DALLAS EIGHTYSEVEN DASH ONE 


US T тВЕС д, т its 29°90] 


TWO ZERO SEVEN ONE. ABOVE FILE 
WAS DUPE OF HER SISTER IN 


18 007 27 120% 


| assistine[ —— ] IN PREPARATION OF FICTITIOUS CHECKS. 
Жаныс сң 
| [an INTERVIEW DECLINED TO GIVE SIGNED STATEMENT 


и 
STATING SHE DID NOT FEEL a ENOUGH OF ALL OF HER FACTS To } | 


n t 
Se Pas UNE Ven Tert lumor” өтіне 












« 


-- 





PAGE TWO 
| 

EXECUTE STATEMENT. ADVISED ORALLY, CONFIRMED BY HER SISTER, 

tHat| ]раикр EVANS BUSINESS SERVICES AND DISCUSSED 


USING STENOGRAPHER. ON SECOND OR THIRD CALL, Г Бете HAD 
CHECKED THE AGENCY OUT AND FOUND THEM RELIABLE, THAT HIS WORK 
WAS VERY conripentra.. [went ro( роом оме 
NIGHT, DATE NOT RECALLED» TOOK SOME DICTATION», SUBSTANCE NOT 
RECALLED, FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR. СГ ПЮӨчтер HER TO RETURN NEXT 


NIGHT, BUT SHE WAS ILL. SHE DID RETURN THE FOLLOWING NIGHT TO 


b6 
b7C 


[ — ]Roow. Took sowE piCTATION OVER TWO AND ONE-HALF HOUR 
PERIOD, SUBSTANCE OF COMMUNICATIONS NOT RECALLED. 


б SECOND NIGHT OF DICTATION HE NEEDED 


SOMEONE TO TAKE NOTES ON A CONVERSATION WITH A MAN FROM PECOS, 





TEX.» WHOM HE WAS TO MEET AT MIDLAND» TEX.» AIRPORT. NE 

STATED PURPOSE WAS TO GET INFO UNIDENTIFIED MAN HAD CONCERNING 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON. [ ^ |INDICATED HAÐ RECEIVED TIP THIS MAN a 
WOULD BE GOOD PERSON TO CONTACT. (фаш HE HAD TALKED To 

THE PECOS MAN BY TELEPHONE, BUT THE MAN WOULD NOT DISCUSS THE 

MATTER AT HAND BY PHONE, INSISTING ON THE MEETING, 


[ Етато accowPawiED| | BY PLANE TO MIDLAND-ODESSA 


AIRPORT AND RETURNED ON SAME DATE, EARLY SIXTYFOUR. [ [мам 
END PAGE TWO 
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Pack THREE 
RECALLED в] WAS WAITING AT AIRPORT AND DROVE HER AND 
EN HOWARD JOHNSON'S RESTAURANT TWO OR THREE MILES AWAY WHERE 
THEY STAYED FOR PERHAPS TWO HOURS. ( |татев SHE DID МОТ 


RECORD IN SHORTHAND ENTIRE CONVERSATION OF AND 






WOULD SIGNAL TO HER b6 


RECALLS VERY LITTLE ABOUT CONVERSATION. n 
2 А . b7C 


WHEN HE WANTED PARTICULAR PARTS OF CONVERSATION RECORDED AND WOULD 
HAve[ [REPEAT STATEMENTS FOR HER BENEFIT. 

[__] REPRESENTED HE WAS WITH "GOLDWATER INTERESTS", ALSO 
HAD HIS OWN COMPANY AND WAS WORKING WITH GOLDWATER CAMPAIGN ALONG 
THE LINES OF HIS OWN BUSINESS. [roof не WANTED ALL 56 
INFO CONCERNING ASSOCIATION OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND ESTES, THAT 
FACTS WOULD NOT BE BROUGHT OUT UNTIL AFTER CONVENTION, PRESUMABLY 
REPUBLICAN. [_____ CLAIMED TO BE A PERSONAL FRIEND OF PRESIDENT 
AND TO HAVE SEEN HIM MANY TIMES WITH ESTES, CLAIMED TO HAVE PICTURES 
OF THE TWO TOGETHER. 

[_Jwanteo [0 sten sometHine, sut[ |ресіімер 
INDICATING FEAR OF A "BULLET" STATING HE MIGHT BE SHOT LIKE SOME 
PERSON HE NAMED» NAME NOT RECALLED. [ _|RECALLS THERE WAS 
CONVERSATION ABOUT SOME LADY “WHO HAD ALL THE MONEY" WHICH WAS 


“BEHIND ESTES". THERE WAS CONVERSATION ABOUT TV STATIONS OWNED BY 
END, PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 


MRS’ JOHNSON. ( |Втатер DESIRED TO HAVE [еее 


MEETING WITH ESTES IN ORDER TO GET "EVIDENCE" FROM ESTES REGARDING 
HIS CONNECTION WITH PRESIDENT. 


[ — j]wem[ ^ | Авнво TO CONTACT ESTES AND ATTEMPT TO m 
ARRANGE MEETING WITH ESTES ror] 2 |фтатав SEVERAL NAMES 


OF OTHER PERSONS WERE MENTIONED, BUT SHE DOES NOT RECALL SAME AND 
DOES NOT SPECIFICALLY REMEMBER NAME OF SENATOR YARBOROUGH BEING 
MENTIONED. 

' [| |зтлткр АТ сомси5он ОРЕ CONVERSATION IT WAS AGREED 


WOULD contact| | To DETERMINE WHETHER MEETING WITH 


ESTES ARRANGED, THAT FEARED HIS TELEPHONE MIGHT BE TAPPED 
and sarp wien[ eaten, He[ Јюшо сал С вас ње 
FROM ANOTHER TELEPHONE. UPON RETURN TO DALLAS.| асбомРАмтер “Те. 


[ ]ro HoTEL Room, WHERE HE HAD HER DICTATE FROM HER NOTES TO 


HIM WHILE Ге ON TYPEWRITER. ТНЕВЕАЕТЕВӘ|'_ ]|тоок НЕЕ 


NOTES WHICH HAD BEEN MADE ON A TABLET WHICH HE HAD PROVIDED. SHE 
HAS NOT SEEN OR HEARD oF [_| SINCE. 


aLTHoueR| |рато CASH FOR HER SERVICES ON FIRST TWO NIGHTS, 


HE ASKED HE BE BILLED FOR HER SERVICES FOR MIDLAND-ODESSA TRIP. 


[| 


HE HAS BEEN BILLED BUT STILL HAS NOT PAID FIFTY DOLLARS DUE. 
END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 
I 
IT WAS IMPRESSION OF AGENTS THAT маш. _|зізтев 15 
MENTALLY aum, | ДІ SOMEWHAT DULL. THERE WAS NO PARTICULAR 


INDICATION SHE WAS WITHHOLDING INFO, BUT RATHER THAT SHE ATTACHED 





LITTLE SIGNIFICANCE TO THE CONVERSATION AND SUBJECT MATTER 
DISCUSSED. SHE PROFESSED NO RECOLLECTION OF ANY promises[ ——— ] 
покој то RELAY TO ESTES IN RETURN FOR INFO CONCERNING 
ESTES-JOHNSON CONNECTION. 

LETTERHEAD MEMO WILL FOLLOW. Pe 


b7C 
END, 
WA QA 
FBI' WASH DC* 


f 
EP ! DRH 


FBI, EL PASO 


GARBLEB-OK 






REAT FIRST THREE LINES PAGE FOUR, 


Аук 





OR MIN PLS 
NK AFW 


FBI NEWARK 


TUe 








“9, STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





es 202 U.S, Court House 
P El Paso, Texas 79901 
October 21, 1964 


.BILLIE SOL ESTES 


| On October 19, 1964, D acl interviewed 
at the Ramada Inn East, El Paso, Te which time he 
advised that he has de the public 
Stenographer used by that he was а personal friend 
of the President; that ESTES was а personal friend of the 


i President; or that he had, or had ever seen, a photograph of 
: ESTES and the President together. 


| һауізей that shortly after ESTES was 
released from ja on bond, there was a rumor going around 
Pecos, Texas, that when ESTES was released, he had flown to 
Midland, Texas, in his private airplane and that his plane 
had landed in Midland at approximately the same time as a 
plane, carrying President JOHNSON, landed in Midland. The 
rumor had it that someone, at that time, had taken a photo- 
graph of the President and ESTES together. 













stated that[ | nad asked him if he had 
heard this rumor, and he at he had told that 
. he had heard the rumor. advised that then 
asked him if he would try to run this photograph down and 
get him a copy. D Lied that he agreed to try to get 
& copy of the photograph for him. 





This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its con- 
tents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES 

















[ | ]aavisea he had made inquiry in Pecos, 
Texas, re and the photograph and had 
eat ААРА a reporter for the local Pecos 
newspaper, and she had advised him that she had also heard 
this rumor, but had been unable to verify it and had never 


seen any photograph of President JOHNSON and ESTES 


together, b6 


З b7C 


advised that he may have mentioned to 

having met LYNDON JOHNSON, but denied ever claiming 
о Бе а personal friend of the President. He stated that 
he met LYNDON JOHNSON "during the forties", when he, 

traveled all over Texas for a drug firm. He 

stated that anyone who traveled extensively in Texas during 
this period of time stood a very good chance of meeting 
LYNDON JOHNSON and that there was nothing unusual in this. 


БЕНЕН "8° that it is possible | шау һауе 


met LYNDON JOHNSON, but he did not know whether or not ESTES b6 
had. He stated that he had heard[  ]mention President b7c 
JOHNSON's name on one occasion; and when he asked if 

he had been in contact with President JOHNSON, replied 

that he had been in contact with one of the President's 
aides but did not mention which aide. 


